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The only way the NSA Review Panel could be a bigger joke is if 
they all were forced to wear Bozo the Clown red noses at the meetings
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405 E. New Bern Rd. 
Kinston, NC 28504 

252-527-2101                 

416 Kingold Rd.
Snow HIll, NC 2858

252-747-0126

2405 N. Queen St.
Kinston, NC 28501

  252-523-3303 

 910 W. Vernon Ave.
Kinston, NC 28501

252-527-1661
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The Brown Law Firm, P.C.

Date:  August 7, 2013

To:  Citizens of Greenville

From:  Thomas G. Irons MD
Earl T. Brown, Attorney at Law

Re:  Mayoral Candidacy of Tom Best 

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

We are writing to introduce or re-introduce to you our good friend Tom Best, 

candidate for Mayor of Greenville. Tom and Barbara have lived in Greenville 

for the last 30 years.  Tom has strong credentials in community service, 

leadership, and consensus-building. He has a long history of building bridges 

across racial and political lines, and is a deeply committed Christian and 

humanitarian. We have been impressed with his gentle, thoughtful manner 

and his commitment to listening to all points of view when dealing with 

sensitive issues and problems.

Both of us have been concerned that our city council has fallen in to an 

unhealthy pattern of contentious interactions. As a leader, Tom can be a 

strong calming in�uence and help restore civility and respect to our city's 

leadership body. We care very much about our community and all of its 

people, and encourage you to join us in supporting the candidacy of this �ne 

servant-leader.

Sincerely,

Tom Irons, MD
Earl T Brown, Esq.

www.BestMayorforGreenville.com |  tombest@suddenlink.net  |  252-355-6627

I am running to serve you
as Mayor of Greenville

and am seeking your vote
and support in the 

November 5th election. 
- Tom Best

PAID FOR BY BEST MAYOR FOR GREENVILLE

“...Join us in supporting
the candidacy of this �ne
servant-leader.”

Tom Best

Working for
all the people.

BEST
forGreenville

M AYOR VOTE BJ MURPHY FOR
MAYOR OF KINSTON

Tuesday, November 5th
Early Voting: October 17-November 2

Paid for by the Committee to Elect BJ Murphy

RE-ElEcT
MAYOR MURPHY

www.MurphyForMayor.com

As Kinston’s MAyor i hAve:
• Partnered with citizens to deter crime

• Led efforts to double street resurfacing budget
• helped to preserve historic Kinston

• Concentrated efforts to redevelop our community

Kinston Native | Public School Education | Business Owner | Family Man

john@electnix.com Facebook: John Nix for Public Office PAID FOR BY JOHN NIX FOR CITY COUNCIL

JOHN NIX
for City Council

N O V E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 1 3

Vote

“Investing in your future”

www.electnix.com “Investing in your future”
• Increase Public Safety & Reduce Crime
• Will Oppose Increase to Taxes or Fees
• Improved Infrastructure & Better Roads
• Business Friendly Governance & Jobs
• Capitalize on Tourism & Downtown Resurgence

TO RE-ELECT
Let’s Continue The Positive Path

SnOw HiLL TOwn COmmiSSiOnER

vote

When our country de-
clared independence from 
the British in 1776, there was 
still much work to be done in 
setting out how our country 
was to be governed. We had 
just severed ties with a mon-
archy and our new form of  
government was yet to be 
determined. Our forefathers 
were wise to the ways of  tyr-
anny. They knew that liberty 
was only preserved through 
sacrifice and vigilance.

Perhaps the most well 
known lines from our Dec-
laration of  Independence is, 
“We hold these truths to be 
self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of  Happiness…” 
What a powerful sentence! 
That declaration states that 
we are all free to live and 
pursue our dreams.  

In the very next sentence 
our framers stated, “That to 
secure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among 
Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of  
the governed…” This tells 
us that our government was 
formed by men and it is by 
our consent as citizens as 
to how we do business. In 
other words, the government 
works for us, the people, not 

the other way around.
Samuel Adams was known 

as the Father of  the Ameri-
can Revolution. After the 
signing of  the Declaration 
of  Independence he was 
quoted as saying, “We have 
this day restored the Sov-
ereign, to whom alone men 
ought to be obedient. He 
reigns in heaven and … from 
the rising to the setting sun, 
may His Kingdom come.” 
It is clear that our nation 
was formed as a Christian 
nation and our rights come 
from God, not from govern-
ment.  This is the resound-
ing theme throughout the 
Declaration of  Indepen-
dence and our Constitution 

that came later.
So if  our rights come from 

God and we are free to do as 
we wish, what is the intend-
ed function of  government?  
From an article published in 
The Mandate dated April 22, 
2008 By Stephen K. McDow-
ell & Mark A. Beliles, James 
Madison, the fourth Presi-
dent of  the United States and 
“Father of  the Constitution” 
established five functions 
of  government in the pre-
amble to the Constitution. 
This, mind you, was over 
225 years ago and still rings 
true. One reason is because 
they are all biblically sound. 
They are:

1. To establish justice – Ro-
mans 13 and 1 Peter 2:14, the 
government is to punish 
evildoers and protect those 
who do right.

2. To insure domestic tran-
quility – From Paul’s prayer 
for government in Timothy 
2:1-2 ~ “in order that we 
may lead a tranquil and 
quiet life in all godliness and 
dignity.”

3. To provide for the com-
mon defense – The protec-
tion of  innocent human life 
~ the provision of  an army 
for protection from external 
threats.

4. To promote the general 
welfare – Romans 13:4 says 

that civil rulers are servants 
“to you for good.”

5. To secure the bless-
ings of  liberty – Blessing 
are a gift of  one’s Creator, 
not a privilege granted by 
government. These bless-
ings include life, liberty, 
and property. It is clear the 
founders intended for our 
government to protect, not 
to provide.

These are the functions of  
government as set out using 
biblical principles by Chris-
tian men for the good of  the 
people. In short, it is our job 
to provide for our families 
by producing or bartering 
for food and goods. It is our 
job to protect our families 
from domestic dangers and 
to provide ample safety for 
our families.  Not only is 
it our job but it is our God 
given right. It is the job of  
our government to provide 
those things we are unable 
to provide for ourselves. 
Infrastructure like sewer 
systems, roads, fresh water 
and police protection would 
be examples of  government 
functions.

We should not forget that 
our rights come directly 
from God.  There is no gov-
ernment that can give you 
your right to life, to lib-
erty, to pursuit of  happiness! 
Those things come only 
from God. I conclude then 
that government’s function 
is one of  service not of  do-
minion over its people. It is 
intended to serve the good of  
all her people.

John Nix: The purpose of government


